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vests, gas masks, and other assorted military supplies. Because these items 
were free, police departments began using them for their SWAT teams as a 
means to save money. Then two things happened. The police SWAT teams 
began to look and dress more like the military, and with the wide adoption 
of SWAT teams in the United States, there was a growing use of them by 
police departments, no longer for the most serious events, but for situations 
that might be serious, such as carrying out search warrants for known 
drug dealers. This led one researcher to observe the phenomenon he called 
the militarization of the police in America.40 The increased use of what  
are often called police paramilitary units (PPUs) came, ironically, at 
a time when policing in America was embracing community policing. Yet 
the use of military-style tactics seemed to be 
at odds with the opening up of relations with 
the community and sent mixed messages about 
policing as it entered the 21st century.

In addition to the PPUs and SWAT teams, 
many police departments around the nation 
began entering into agreements with federal 
law enforcement agencies, through which they 
would work alongside other state and local 
agencies to address specific problems by shar-
ing resources. These became known as joint 
operations and task forces, so that what devel-
oped were joint terrorism task forces and joint 
drug task forces. These task forces were usu-
ally led by the federal law enforcement agen-
cies, often the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Police Agencies Using Computers for Specific Tasks, by Population ServedTABLE 7.1

POPULATION SERVED CRIME ANALYSIS CRIME MAPPING
HOTSPOT 

IDENTIFICATION
PROVIDING CRIME MAPS 

TO OFFICERS IN-FIELD

1,000,000+ 100 100 92 31

500,000–999,999 100 100 100 29

250,000–499,999 100 100 80 48

100,000–249,999 96 94 66 32

50,000–99,999 88 82 56 31

25,000–49,999 69 60 31 16

10,000–24,999 53 41 19 11

2,500–9,999 37 23 9   9

Less than 2,500 21 11 5   8

All Sizes 38 27 13 11

Bureau of Justice Statistics

SWAT teams are called on to respond to particularly dangerous scenarios.
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police paramilitary units: 
Specially trained and outfitted 
police units for use in high-risk 
situations; commonly called 
SWAT (Special Weapon and 
Tactics) teams.


